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Notable Weather and Climate Events: February 2026

Fairbanks, AK, received its
highest Feb precipitation total
on record and endured its
coldest winter since 1970-71.

Persistent Feb warmth resulted in record-low
snowpack for parts of the Northwest and

Northern Rockies with levels across WA and w

OR falling to roughly one-third of normal.

A storm during Feb 15-20 dropped over
9 ft. of snow at the Central Sierra Snow
Lab; accumulation resulted in the
deadliest avalanche in CA history near
Castle Peak with nine fatalities.

A Kona Low during Feb 20-22
produced a record 251 in. of
rain in 24 hours at Luluku
(0ahu), HI, triggering flash
flooding and landslides.

@

On Mar 3, about 54.9% of the contiguous U.S. was in drought, up about 10.4%
from the beginning of Feb. Drought persisted across much of the Rockies and the
eastem seaboard and expanded or intensified across portions of the northern
Rockies, Plains, Mississippi Valley, South and Southeast.

A blizzard during Feb 17-19 buried
the MN, Arrowhead under 40.4 in. of
snow at Hovland, MN, and set a new
statewide record for the highest

24-hour Feb snowfall,
&J'B

A historic “bomb cyclone” during Feb 22-24
brought blizzard conditions, hurricane-force
wind gusts and heavy snowfall from the

Mid-Atlantic to New England.
Phoenix, AZ, recorded
its warmest average Feb %o The blizzard during Feb 22-24
and winter on record sel alltime storm-total (37.9 in.)
and tied its all-time Feb and daily (35.5 in.) snowfall
high of 92°F on Feb 27. records at TF. Green Intl. Airport,

R1, surpassing benchmarks from
1978 and 1996.

o ¢

The Ranger Road Fire burned 283,283 acres
across OK and KS during Feb 17--24, making
it the largest US. fire In 2026 to date and

causing major livestock and structure losses.

An Arctic air mass during Feb 1-3 set
several all-ime Feb record lows, including
23°F in Daytona Beach, FL, and 25°F in
Melbourne, FL, causing devastating
agricultural losses.
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