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22| 7t 250]| Retail pricing pressure2 &

Memory Price Surge Intensifies Retail Pricing Pressure, Putting
Global Smartphone Production at Risk of a Sharp Decline in 2026

Taking a mainstream 8GB + 256GB memory configuration as an example, estimated
contract prices in 1Q26 have surged nearly 200% YoY—roughly tripling from the same
period last year. Memory, which historically accounted for around 10-15% of a
smartphone’s BOM; has now surged to 30-40%. TrendForce believes that raising end-
product prices will become unavoidable for many brands seeking to protect margins,
while product portfolios and specifications will also need to be adjusted to manage
persistently elevated memory costs.
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XtZ: TrendForce (Feb 2026), H2|Z25H 2IMX|ME]

" Counterpoint (Feb 13, 2023): BoM Analysis — iPhone 14 Pro Max Costs 3.7% More to Make Than

iPhone 13 Pro Max

2 TrendForce (Feb 11, 2026): Memory Price Surge Intensifies Retail Pricing Pressure, Putting Global

Smartphone Production at Risk of a Sharp Decline in 2026

% TrendForce (Mar 10, 2026), Rising Memory and CPU Prices Could Push Mainstream Notebook Prices

Up by Nearly 40%
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