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(h) BROADBAND NETWORK DEPLOYMENT.—
(1) ORDER OF AWARDS; PRIORITY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—An eligible entity, in awarding sub-
grants for the deployment of a broadband network using
grant funds received under this section, as authorized
under subsection (f)(1)—

(i) shall award funding in a manner that—

(I) prioritizes unserved service projects;

(IT) after certifying to the Assistant Secretary
that the eligible entity will ensure coverage of
broadband service to all unserved locations within
the eligible entity, prioritizes underserved service
projects; and

(III) after prioritizing underserved service
projects, provides funding to connect eligible
community anchor institutions;

(ii) in providing funding under subclauses (I), (II),
and (III) of clause (i), ghall prioritize fundin,

broadband projects;

A= A, FRIEESH

EH7Y.

(I) PRIORITY BROADBAND PROJECT.—The term “priority
broadband project” means a project designed to—

(i) provide broadband service that meets speed,
latency, reliability, consistency in quality of service,
and related criteria as the Assistant Secretary shall
determine; and

(ii) ensure that the network built by the project
can easily scale speeds over time to—

(I) meet the evolving connectivity needs of
households and businesses; and

(II) support the deployment of 5G, successor
wireless technologies, and other advanced services.
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